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* Gregory L. Archuletta
1250 Golden Circle 510

Chairman Michae! Powell
Federul Communications Commission

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powelt;

sonne] - and their ﬁlmihea —to pay more for
mply wrong. Thus T urge the FCC notto
rd services by placing new charges and foes

the: pro-paid calling cards they rely on

on these cands, B

The fisct that o many in our Armed Forces use pre-paid cards 1o connect with family
members is reason ¢nough not to implement sdditional charges and foes on calling cards;
. but for Hispanic servicemen and wornen, the effect wonld be even more far-reaching:
Nationally, over 40% of Hispanic hornes rely on prepuid cards, as do half of the '
houscholds with low-income. Raising the prices for using the cards could quite literally
sever the only connection between soms Hispanio farnilies and their loved ones sseving
. our country by making the cost of s phone call too expensive. : |
The FCC should bé making it mors — it Jess — affordable for dur thoops 1o speak with
 their fimiliex, particularly while military fumilies are managing tight budgets. But new
- charges and foes for prepaid calling cards will make it much mors difficult for our
soldiers to stay connected as prices would rise by as much 20%, . g
Turge yon to support our fighting merf and women by refusing 10 imipose néw fecs and
new burdens op our troops, Please keep thiem connected to the people for whom they

fight.
L No. of Cepies rac’ . ‘
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Federa! Communications Commission
Dffice of the Secretary

Chairman Michael K. Powell
Federal Commmications Commission
445 12th Street -SW
Washington DC 20554

ie:, Docket 03-1i.33

VDear Ghairman Powel_l.

‘It has cowme ‘to our attention that the FCC is propos:.ng
a rate hike :Ln t.he use of ATET pre—paid calling cards to 201..

" 'I'his will effect thousands of service ‘men and women who
‘depend on these cards to keep in touch with the:l.r families
while serving overseas. .

And wlm :I.s to. say, that 1f th:LB rate hike is passed
I:hat a similiar or greater rate hike awa:l.tl in the future?

This 1g a bad time to :I.nst:l.gate this hﬂ‘.e when ourx -
military is doing its best to serve our country in its fight
for freedom around the globe. : ,

'Iherefore, we of the Women Marines Association bese_ach. .
. you to reconsider yonr proposal. ‘and stop the 20Z rate hike
of the pre-paid calling cards. . :
Semper Fidelié.
\ge/em |
Stephanie Suchomel, Treasurer -
Gold Coast of Florida Chapter FL-3
Woman Marines Assoclation

2442 McKinley Street
Hollywuod FI. 330620

 Phone: (956) 9235361 . S
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16 August 2004 R

Federal Communication Commissios:

Honorable Michael Powell Bureau / Office

Chairman - ‘ ‘ ' } | s [ -
Federal Communications Commission Fing?: Iﬁ()C;kﬁff N . Cb:S"i:B ES
445 12th Street, S.W. : o _ . T
Washington;rg?c. 20554 ' o Fi.ECE,VED
FAX No. 202-418-2801

JAN 1 9 2005

: ' - Federal Communications issi
] N ! ons Co
The Fleet Reserve Association {FRA) notes with concern, a rscefifice of the SecretarTmlssmn
Mzrine Corps Times article regarding a proposed ruling before the Com- :
mission, which if adopted, would. cause an increase in the cost of pre-

‘paid phone cards ‘by as much as 20 percent.’ It's inconceivable that

Such & recommendation “would be considered in light of the significant
number of prepaid phone cards purchased by and for our uniformed sar-
vice members who are engaged in combat in Irag and assigned to other
duty in indigenous areas cutside the United States. :

Numerous U.S. citizens along with a number of charitable and vet-
erans® organizations (including FRA branches) are purchasing and dis-
tributing prepaid phone cards for our Soldiers, Marines, Sailors, Air-
men, and Coast Guardsmen. Many individuals, including members of this
organization, are stretching their financas to do 30 and their support
may be jeopardized if a higher levy is imposed on Prepald phone cards,

FRA implores the Commission to forego any ruling that would af- -
fect an increase in the costs of prepaid phone cards until U.8., mili~
tary service members and civilian employees no longer face sustained

dally combat and the threat of loss of life and limb.

With appreciation for considering this request, I am,

Sincerely,

bH L. BARNES.
Executive Secretary

JLB:cam: teg ' ' - No. of Gopies rec'd (2 i
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1618 KING STRERT, ALEXANDRIA, VA 223V4-E75
" PHONE; 7035405800 = FAX: 703,503,847 *
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JAN'1 0 2005 13 pecsmiber 2004 :

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary '

Michael K. Powell, Chairman _ | - .
Federal Communications Commigsion 5 ot N ©3-[33
445 12* Street, SW ' RGJY | bC(kQ)+ No. .
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

On behalf of the 22,000 members of the Naval Reserve Association, and in defense of the
© 76,000 personnel in the Naval Reserve and their families, I would like to cxpress our deep
concemn regarding a recent proposal to impose now charges and access fees on pre-paid calling
cards. 1t is our considered opinion that this would have a negative impact on our nation’s
military families and service members. - : :

The pending proposal would impose new charges and access fees on pre-paid calling
cards, Ifthe new regulation to increasc rates by 20 per cent per-minute iz successful, it will place
an unjust burden on our young men and women serving around the world. Sometimes these pre-
paid calling cards arc the only means of communication between pur service members and their
loved ones. : ' :

Hundreds of thousands of pre-paid calling cards to military personne! have been provided
through various programs and by individuals. The VFW Operations Uplink is a notable program
in this effort. ‘ 3 : o ' -

Because these pre-paid cards are the life-line betwoen service member and family, we
hope that the FCC would consider the seriously adverse impact an increase in access foes would
have on the service roember and their families during 8 time of war. We ask that you consider
not allowing thess increases to occur during these critjcal times of war, -

 Sinceyely, : _

A .ﬂw -
Stephen T. Keith _

RADM, USNR (Ret)
Executive _Diroctor

No. of Copies rec'd_( 2
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1501 Los Highway, Arlington, Virginia 22208-1198 (703) 247-5600
Ag Independent Nopprofit Aerospace Organization .

November 16, 2004  Bureas/
The Honorable Michael K. Powall, Chalrman _ et N A
Federal Communications Gommission : Re? ) EC’Lfk"Jr No. 03-133 -
445 12th Strest Southwest ' o , RECEIVED

Washington, DC 20554

Desr Mr. Chairman: JAN 1 ¢ 2005

The Air Force Association urges the Commission to defeat proposed n%'ﬁﬂ?&"ﬁ?ﬂs Commigsion

. regulations that would Impose higher charges and fees on pre-paid calling cards. ¢ Secretary
This increase would place a financial burden on our nation’s military men and
women serving in the United States and around the world. Military members
make great use of calling cards; for many of them, It Is the only method at their

~ disposal to keep In contact with their famllies. :

in fact, ninety-five perciaﬁt of military members-usa calling cerds. Last year

" this accounted for over a billion minutes of calls home fo families. The proposed

increase would cut the usefuiness of pre-paid minut_es by 20%.
Pre-paid calling cards are an important Iifefine for our miirlnry. Now Is not

I:he.ﬁma to increase the costs when our milltary is serving in Operations Enduring
Freedom, Iraqi Freedom and other locations around the world.

Thank you for your consideration. A
‘ © Sinceraly, . |

' Donald L, Peterson
Lt General, USAF (Ret)

DLP/KAG

No. of Copies rec'd _Q___.

List ABCDE -




From: 12/27/2004 18:06 #261 P.004/023
DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

"RECEIVED

_ JAN 1 ¢ 2005 ‘
December 22p2004 ' Federal Communications Commission Foderal ca;l:::::lc?g:fnm mmissior
‘ ‘ Office of the Secretary :

- ‘Michael K. Powel] .
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission: 'R@Q C Decket No. O3-153
445 12% Street, SW '
Washmglon, D. C 20554

DearChalrman Powellr

On. behaLf of the 130,000 members of this association and Air Feice enlisted members
serving around the world, we ask you to serigusly resist 4 regent proposal t, Lnpose new
charges and access fees on pre-paid calling cards: We have been informied that the

proposal would amount to an estimated 20 percent. hike in rates on such per-minute cards.

It is important t6 understand that fhese callmg cards have become fifelines for those who
| Areé 3erving overseay., These cards Serve as the link between the ‘military member and

homie, and are: dirgetly relatv:d f6 the well-being dnd morale of servicemernbérs and their
: faunhes Remember, thess Soldiers, Saifors, Airmen and Marines 416 overséas becaiise

this natmn has Ordered thent thefe to protéct our nahon:al mteresis It jstunfair 10 pepatize
them.

Imposing the addmonal charges and fees would be especmliy onerous whils we- are -
fighting the War on Terrarism fn Irag, Afghams[m, and various other places around ihe.

world: The: additiofial chiarges would Be. even. moré s:gmficant to the Iowerarankmg,

enlisted meinbers whom this assocxa‘tion represems‘

P r m*“_We.*r - wgmm&?& the i .h..":' - " -r 7 e of -tk
charges, Tealizing the adverse | mpact siich.an mcraase in fees could have on the mOrale of
those: who put iheu lives-on the fine to pmtcct this nation,.

':Smce:;ls& ,

Ficraro M, DEAN o
Executive Direclor- - o 7 E& oA'B%og Ffs rec'd _Q__
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 Faderal Communicatien Cemmission ;
Bureau / Office

The Hanorable Michas! Powal] | | | :
Chairman, Federal Communitations Commission Rt INecket Noo. 03 =/ 33
445 12" Street, SW 18 ; | |

 Washinigton, DC 20554

The Office of the Secretary of Defense rec.'ently learned of & pending Federa)
Communications Commission procecding on an AT&T petition for g declaratory

tuling on prepaid calling card sevices, (WC Dotcket No. 03.1 33). Without eXxpressing |
' _opinion on the outcome or the Commission’s proceedings, T am rconcerned about, and

: Ifyou réquire additional information about the military’s use of prepaid calling
cards, please do not hesitata to contact me at 703-697-2121. B ‘

Sincerely,

arles S.

Principal Deputy o No. of Copies rac'd d
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Protecting the bmrﬁ:f of all Military Retirees and Veterany!

RECEIVED  Recevip

- November 3, 2004
o JAN 1 ¢ 2005
. Federal Communications Commission  Fodarg - -
The Honormble Michad Powcl] - | Office of the Secratary Bursay /omcgommlssmn
(wirman, Yiesderal Communuations Commission
443 120 strect, SW |
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket No. 03-133

Dear Charrman Powell and Commissiogers Abemathy, Copps, Mastin and Adekstin:
On behalf of the American Military Retiree Asvociation (AMRA) and out more that 15,000
membes, | urge the Federal Communications Commission to teject and defeat any
pruposed new regulations that woukd impose new charges and fees on enhunced Pro-paid
calling cards. Thas will placy 2 new and unjust burden on our military’s men and women aad
their Gumilics duting this war time perod znd especially during hokiday seasans. :

It is catitmated that 95% of our military persunnel use pre-paid calling cards: these cards
account for over 1 billiva precious mingtes of calls belwoca oug woups and their farnilies
end fricnds each and every year., : : - :

1n shori, pre-paid calling cards are the Lifeline for our setviotnen and wornen stationed
abroad whe depend on affurdable means of cormmmi tions back home. The FCE should
nat mise the cost of pre-pan colling cards at 2 time when our military is courageously seTving
in waxtime sround the plobc. ‘the effect of new regulations, if sucecssful, would bean
astounding hike int mtes on our servicemen and women Ly nearly 20%. ;

- Timplare you, the FUC commissivners, tn resist the intopiad bureaucratic impulses to re
regulate these vital survices wo the detdmen of on beave military servic: personnel who are
Eghting daily for ous freedom sround the wodd. They deserve all the help we can give

them.-
Sincerely,
| b
_ ' No. of Copies rec’déj
Brmnard “Mav” Dillon : - ~ List ABCDE .
AMRA National I'resident ' ,

Ce: Commissicmcrs: ) Abc.nﬁtﬁy, Copps, Martin, aad Adclutein

800.424.2969. % 518.563.9479 % Fax 518.324.5204

National Headquarters: 5436 Peru Streiat, #1, Plausburgh, NY 12501



12/27/2004 13:04 #261 P.002/023

Y Tt TR RO

NAVAL ENLISTED RESERVE ASSOCIATION

6703 Farmagut Avenus, Falls Church, VA 22042-2188 = 703-534-1429 - FAX 703-534-3617

| . H E C E,2\§ Eobemher 2004

Chairman Michsel X. Powell -

Federal Communications Commission ‘ . REGE IVED

445 12 Street, SW o JAN 1 ¢ ZDQS FCC
Wa_.shington, DC 20554 Fedaral Con _— o
Rex Docket No. 03-133 gﬁ,-r:;";‘f",;feats’:”csr&fz’"'mn J 7 2005
Dear Chairman Powell and Commissivaery, all B c"g’u":;g’u i Commisso

‘Recently, this organization bocame aware of, what I would call n rip—off - .
- of not only the members of our Armed Forces but also the general public. We
-admonish our members that one of the best WAy o support our military is to send
pre-pald pulling cards. When we patronize our Exchanges, Commissaries and -
similar businesyes in the private sector, we see 3igns noting that we can help our

troops with the pre-paid calling cards. _

This is the height of bypocrisy, on the one band the RBOC’s want to scll the cards
ang on the other they waat to gouge the unsuspecting public. We don’t care if the
costs of the cards are raised or the amount of minutes is decreased, it amounts te ﬂIF

Same scam.

We, In the Military Coslition, 5+ Million strong, have supported the pre-paid canly
83 they reduce the risk of higher service fees and the fees charged for cell phones,
- Bot to mention the pessibly of lovsing one, If there is one thing that will keep oar
fighting men and women to keep going, it is commuuication with the home front. ]
don’t believe I need to tell uny of you that. J S "

Lets keep this on a level playing field. If the public buys a pre-paid phone card for
$40.00, that’s what the troop gets the advertised houry and the buyer i3 assured that
what they pay for allots the correct minutes. 7 : :

We feel that in thiy day of supporting our troops, for the REOC’s ¢o be asking for
this kind of increase or any increase is a dereliction of duty on their part and must
be brought to the public’s attetion. We are not adverse to confronting AT&T,
which we will if the Commission grants this increase. In fact, [ kuow of several of
several modia suticts that would love the story. The ball is in your court don’t

‘disappoint us,
Sincer_eljr, o - A _‘ | : ' ‘ S _
vid R Davidson o - : ﬁg‘.zb%ol:zesrec _

Executive Director

Dedicated to the Enlisted Reservists of the Ses Sepvices
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KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION, INC.

Chairman Michael K. Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12% St SW -
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Federal Comnmumications Commission
445 12th St., SW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Federal Communications Cominission
445 12% St., SW ! ‘
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

| - Federal Commumication Commission-

445 12% St SW

Washington, DC 20554
Commisﬁioner Kevin J. Martin
Federal Communications Commission

445 12® St., SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket No, 03-133

Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners Abemmathy, Copps, Martin and Adelstein

We understand that the Regional Bell Operating Companies are requesting, from the FCC,
* the right to charge new fees, which, if successful, would increase the cost of pre-paid telephone
calling cards up to 20%. Our concern is the impact this increase would have on the servicemen
and servicewomen of this country wherever they may be posted. While all users of these cards
will suffer should this proposal be approved, the impact will be felt by those who can least afford
it. It may be that this 20% is a “trial balloon”. In any event, we are adamantly opposed to this -
attempt by the Telecom industry to increase their revenues a the expense of those least likely to be

able to pay,

Accordingly, we ask the FCC to deny this proposed rate increase. The servicemen and

' manner.

Maryland Chapter

CC: Mr. Jack Cloman, Secretary, KWVA

cewomen, in particular, as well as the public in general, do not deserve to be treated in this

Bl

Robert S. Banker
President -

List ABC
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Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

Bureau / Office

July 16, 2004

The Honorble Michacl Powell | .

- Chairman, The Federal Communicstions Commission
445 12" Strear, SW e sl

- Washingtar, DC 20534 . ‘
Re: Support for AT&T pre-paid calling card filing (Docket 03-133)
" Dear Chairman Powell: | k

The USO (United Services Organization) is chartered by the Congress as & non-profit charitable
corporation. It is endorsed by the Pregident of the United States and the Depertment of Defense. -

‘ Thv USO"s mission is v provide morale, welfare and rocreation secvice t untformed military
. Personnel, That's why the USO established “Operation Phone Hore”, onr extremely successful project
to provide [roe pre~paid calling cards to service members, 95% of who use pre-paid calling cards, ‘

Thise f:re-paid‘cnlling cards ave a lifeline formanympﬁlserving ﬁn' away from their friends and
. families, That’s why the USO, just as we did in August of 2003, strongly urges the FCC’s supportof
" AT&T s filing for declaratory Jjudgment on enhanced calling card services, : '

- Ifthe FCC subjects these prepaid card calls to intrastate access charges and USF, the price
wonsumers pay for these calls would increase by nearly 20%. New access charges would disrapt the
-success of ‘Operation Phone Home™. It would directly interfere with the ability of military men and
women to phone hame from far away, because s costs rise to providers, they will quickly be passed
along to eansumers — including men and women in miform. ) ,

o cFCChumrqbligaﬂonwswpmisﬁuthin&wwm

President and Chief Executive Offiger

No. of Copies rec’d 0 -
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SANTA FE POST 2051

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES.

. . . PnOn Bux 28
W' | Santa Fo, New Meicn #7504

‘ September-ll, 2003

‘The Honorable Michael Powell 7 Bureau / Office |
Chairman, The Federal Comrmmxcauons Commission JAN 1 ¢ 2005
443 12" Street, SW | o

. ' S Federal Communications Commission
- WEShmgton DC 20554 .. : Office Of the Secretary )

Reference . Support for AT&T pre—pald calhng card filing (Docket
- 03-133) . ‘

Dear Chairman Pcivcn'-

VEW Post 2951, Sauta Fe New Mexico would Ilke to lend its
Support to the AT&T petition that seeks to prohibit state officials
and local phone carriers from placing expenswc new chargcs on
pre-paid calhng card calls, . )

Our conccm is with the serwcemen and women who are constantly
being transferred to remote bases. These calling cards are a lifeline
for many of; them to stay ig tom:h Wlth famlly and friends. This, in

turn helps boost moralc

It wolld be deeply unfair, at thts crucml point, for expcnsive new
access charges ta be placed on these cajls. .

- Most Smccrcly,

William J. Coppola S |
Coramander VFW Post 295 1- Szmm Fe Ncw Mcmco

No. of Copies rac’ Q___
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JAN 1 0 2005

Federal Commiunicati Commisstoti

Federal Communications Commission
Bureau / Office

Office of the Secretary

NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES

ONE MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, NORTHWEST » WasHINGTCN, D.C. 20001 = (202) 789-0031 = Fax (202) 682-9358

December 15, 2004
The Honorable Michael Powell Rel Decket No 03 -
Chairman, Federsl Commumnications Commxsmon
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
Dear Chairman Powell:

The Natiopal Guard Association of the United States has been made aware of an issue
that will negatively affect our military servicemembers and their families, We need your
assistance to prevent this from happening,

It is my understanding that & proposed regulation would impose new charges and fees on
enhanced pre-paid calling cards, Our military men and women use calling cards to keep
in contact with their familics. They depend on this affordable means of communication
with home. Increasing the rates may mean fewer procions minutes spent saying, “I love
you,” to a spouse, a child, or a parent. It is unconscicnable to increase rates to those

fighting and dying for our country, right now.

Please defeat the proposed new regulations that would iﬁ:pose new charges and fees on
enhanced pre-paid calling cards. Our military members deserve no less.

Sincercly,

Alplen U1 b

Stephen M. Koper
Brigadier General (Ret.), USAF
President

No. ofclgzes recd_d____
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VETERANS OF FORIGN WARS OF THE UNTTED STATES

'RECEIVED
 JAN 1 9 2005

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

December 1, 2004

Michael K. Powsll, Chnirman Federal Communication.Commissior: . -
Federal Communications Commission Bureau / Office
445 12™ Btreet, SW '

Washington, D.C. 20554 . o
Reft Docket No, 034133

Dear Chairman Powe]l:

On behalf of the 2.4 million members of the Veterans Foreign Wers of the United States
. and our Awxiliatiey, 1 would lika to Sxpresa our concern regarding a recent proposal that
- would have a significant impact on our military personnel und their families.

The proposel would impose new cherges and access fezs on pro-paid calling cards. The
effect of this new regulation, if successful, would be an estimntod 20% hike in ratey on

- per-minute calling cards, If such 2 propasal is implemented, it will place'an upjust
burden on the thousands of young men and women in our military, serving arpund the

- world who uses the pre-paid calling cards to commuinicats with their loved ones back
home. : . ' )

The VFW through its Operation Uplink program has provided hundreds of thousands of

 pre-pald calling cards to military personnel throughout the world. We believe that these
celling cards arc the life-line for our servics meg agd womeq stationed at homs apd
abroad who depend on an sffordable mesns of communication with their fiends and
family. ' _ . o L

Wa hopo that during this time of war-- when our military is courageonsly fighting for our
=« ths FCC would consider the advarae Impacr an increase in access fees would
have on the price of communicating with loved ones, ' _

ALLACE
COPY -
* N OFFICE %
VP MEMORIAL RULLDING ® 300 MAKYLAND AVENUE, NX. ® WANEINGION, D.C. H0ss.570
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Federal Communications ec;nr;mis_sion J 7 2005
Office of the Secr
Novyember 16, 2004 | Faderal Cogiumunmatuon Commissior,
: . reau /
The Hongrable Michael Powell- O3 33
Chairman, Foderal Communications Co:nm1sswn Re ? M Nes.

445 121h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Deoar Chainnan Powell:

‘The Prlisted Association of the Natianal Guard of the Unitcd States has been made aware
of an issue that will negatively affect our military servicemembers and their familles. We
" noed your assmtauc-.. to prevent thig from happening,

TLis m y understanding that a pmposed repulation would impose new eharg:s and fces on
- enhanced pre-paid calling cands. Oar military men and women usc eailing cands 1o kncp

“in contact witll their families. They depend on this affordable means of communication

with homo, Increasing the rules may mean fewer precious minutes spent saying, “Ilove

you,” to a spousg, a child, or a parent. It is unconscionable to increase rates to those

fi ighting and dymg for our country, right now.

Ploase dci'catthc proposed new rcgu!atwn.s that would impose new charges and fors on
enhanced pre-paid ca.lhng cards. Out military mombcrs deserve no ess,

Wurking for America’s Bcsl'

=~ ( N e 4 P r(‘Q«u

MSG Ret) Michael P. Cline, AUS
Executive Director
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‘RECEVED XOEIREcoroncmy,

* 'WAsHmGTON orﬂée‘&‘ 1;:)3‘1:029%51' NW. % WASHiNGrd!g. DC. 200082847 %
: o L _(202) 8812700 % FAX {202} BB1-2728 % -
. Federal Communications Commission , ‘ ‘

. Office of the Secretary
For God an Country ' . : . . .
December 15,2004 - X . ‘
- S S | " RECKIVED -
Michael K. Fowell, Chairman . - C
Federal Communications Commission . . JAN 2005
- 445 12 Street, SW o | o
Washington, DC 20554 . L " Federal Com o Commission
L ' ' C ‘ : Bureau / Office
. Refl: Docket No, 03-133 .

" Dear Chairman Powell:

‘ On behalf of the 2.7 million members of The American Legion, I would like to
€xpress our concern regarding a receat proposal that would have a significant impact on
our military personnel and their families. B

The proposal would impose new charges and access fees on pre-paid calling cards,
The effect.of this new regulation, if successful, wonld be an estimated 20% hike in rates on -
per-minute calling cards, If such a proposal is implemented, jt will place an majnst burden -
on the thouszands of young men and women in our military sexving uround the world who -
uses the pre-paid calling cards to communicate with their loved ones back home. |

~ We hope thatﬁuﬂhg‘ this time of Whr—w];én our Lnl'ilitgl‘y is cnurageuﬁéty.ﬁghﬁng
for our freedoms—~the FCC would consider the adverss impact an fncrease in nccess fees

would have on the price of communicating with loved ones.

)

Stacerely, -

——— L - — - ---—I\Taﬁonal-Semrity-FdljéignM‘* e s
o ‘ S Relatiops Division . : ‘

No. of Capies rac'dQ___._
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From:
et — — p— Avetwe, NE, Washlngion DX, 20002
B A RECEIVED
RE A ERLISTED CJAN 1 ¢ 2005
ASSOCIATIDN :

: - X sral Communication Commissioi:.  rederal Communications Commission
Novembax 17, 2004  Fed Bureau / Office Office of the Secretary

The Honorable Michael X. Fowall —  TDof . Socket No. 03 -133
Federal Communications Commisaien T T

445 12™ Brreet, SW :

Washington, DC 20554 -

Dear Chajxrman Powall:

I am writing on behalf of the Rasarve Enlisted Aszcgiaticen of the United
States (REA) - a profassional military azsociation racautly formed to
rapresapnt anlisted reservists from all branches of the drmed Ferces. REA
is tc be ap advocwste for tha 750,000 onlisted men and women of tha Umitad
States Militsry Resarva Componants in support of Naticpal Bocurity and
Homeland Dafense, with emphusim on ths readiness, training, =od fmality of
lifae iganes u.-Ef-ctmg their walfare and that of thair f:m:l.l:.-s and
survivors,

s:.nca 9/11 over 400,000 Guard and Regervists have been mabilizaed to

participate in the clahal War on Terror, Currently, there ara approxipately -

1B0,000 Guard and Razarvas en active doty defending this pation around the -

: world and heze at home. These brawe men and women often rely on pra-paid

- . phone cmrds to keep connacrad with thair families, Thesa prazicus minutas

. result in hugs morale bonsts for both the citiren—scldiar and their leoved=

cnes. This i= why when we heard of possiblu naw regulations that wonld ‘
impuse surcharges oa pra-paid _rhone caxds wa were ac disturbed, The ’
military is the number one consumer of pra-paid phone cards and’ tharafore,
‘ urill ba tha most nffemad by thease GouecesssIy -:hargea. :

- Congresgs and associations Like the Reserva Enliatad Msor:iu.tiun have worked
bard to find the ncney te adeguately compensate the Cuard and Fasarve for
their commitment, The American taxpayer is supporting tha bast trained,
bast eyuippod and the best peracnnel tha world har gver swen.  They have not
cormitited 80 mach to mee an almost twanty-percent (20%) increase in phuna
card rates wa.pa cut many gaina in pay snd bcnufits.

If it tzue that the FCC is considering mmch = move the REA womld like o
request: an explanation cencerning its necessity aod impact on serviceman
y and womenl deployed oversess. Without a very compalling case for auch
a .charges we would urgye the Coumissioners +o deeids against thesa increzses.
Plessa feal frua to call ma at 202-646-7758 or via amail &t
| lbarpettizesus,ory or cur Legislativa Dirg:tnr, Sath Benge at 202-646-7714,

s:.n.uarn].y, )

Lanli Burpett ’ - ‘ . : . 7
Chief Master Sexguant, U‘SAFR (Ratirad} : , .

| Bxacutiva Director . | No. of Copies rec'd d__
. ‘ ' o Llel ABC E

oC: Audrww E. Cazd Jr., Chief of Btaff to the President
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